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man Empire.    Events were not long in showing that
these hopes were vain.
Immediately on the declaration of war between the
Central Powers and the Allies—even before Turkey had
entered into the conflict—the Sublime Porte suspended
the execution of the reforms and annulled the contracts
of the two inspectors-general. Persecutions and massa-
cres began at once and the Ottoman Government inaugu-
rated the campaign of extermination of the Armenian
race, of which Europe was for long months a horrified
witness, but which it was unable to stop. This campaign
was methodically organized and carried out according
to a carefully studied plan. The orders originated with
the central government of Constantinople; the massacres
began and ended on fixed dates; and it was at the call
of the public criers that on fixed dates also the whole
Armenian population of each city and village—old men,
women, children—were assembled on a public square to
be deported. They were scarcely given time to collect a
little clothing and as much food as they could carry, when
they were led away in caravans, most of them afoot, for
an unknown destination, which only a small number
could reach after days and months of marching over the
burning deserts or icy mountains. These deportations,
more cruel than the massacres perpetrated at the same
time, continued the work of extermination till the number
of victims reached the frightful figure of one million.
After the victory of the Allies it will readily be seen
that it could no longer be a question of simple reforms,
but that liberation from the Turkish yoke was impera-
tive. The Armenians therefore demanded their libera-
tion and the constitution of an independent Armenian
State. Furthermore, the Armenians shed their blood
on all the fields of battle, in France, in Asia Minor, in the
Caucasus, under the French, English or American flags,
in order to contribute, so far as their means permitted,

